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Dear Friends of Amaus,

Health care reform is coming for sure! At least that is what I learned at a recent  national conference of the National Association of Free Clinics of which Amaus is a member.  I attended and presented. Fran Began, our nurse administrator, attended with me. We were funded to attend the conference through a generous grant from the Central New York Community Foundation. At the conference, we  learned that despite the reform package, which will begin to really take effect in 2014, 23 MILLION PEOPLE WILL REMAIN UNINSURED. Of those insured, MANY WILL HAVE NO ACCESS TO CARE, despite having an insurance card.  Amaus will be there for these people but  it depends upon your continued support.  

 As always, we cannot serve without the financial support of our benefactors. I’m hoping to raise around $5, 000.00 during this campaign for operations for the next six months. These funds will be used to purchase vaccines, generic medications and office testing/screening supplies. They will also be used  to purchase medical and clerical supplies. Maintaining the physical space that Amaus occupies and paying utilities bills is an ongoing expense and funds that Amaus raises will assist the Cathedral as it  faithfully supports Amaus in this respect.  We will also maintain and upgrade  our electronic medical record as that becomes necessary over the next few years  and as funding permits.   Annually, we also purchase malpractice insurance at a discounted rate for our volunteer providers.  If I can raise $20,000.00 from all sources by June of 2011, I will receive a matching grant from a local foundation to be used for capital for our move and expansion, which is on our horizon.  If you need more detail about how we spend our funds, read on. 

As we move through fall and into the holiday season, Amaus remains busier than ever. In the past year, we have grown tremendously. We have over 1100 patients now. We have implemented an expanded vaccination program and pediatric and employment physical exam program. We continue to offer regular primary care services  to the poorest of the poor in the Syracuse region and to  others of limited means. Many of these people have difficulty accessing care or succeeding as patients because of their social vulnerabilities or mental illness.  Yes, even in continental US, there are and will  be many who need our services!  

Increasingly, we perform advocacy services helping those we serve to access the care and services they need  so that they can live healthier and more dignified lives. Their shoes may be more worn, and their housing  and social status more vulnerable,  but in terms of their fears and emotions, they are pretty much like you and me. It may surprise you to know that about  50% of our patients have completed high school and college and the vast majority struggle with the same chronic diseases that you and I struggle with: high blood pressure, diabetes, high cholesterol, and cancer. Many struggle with longstanding depression and anxiety.  They also come to us for sore throats, stubbed toes, and sinus infections.  Many patients who present to us for the first time have not had  any screening or chronic disease management for quite some time. Most struggle with the cost of medications and supplies such as blood glucose test strips. 

In order for us to better access and communicate information, we have recently implemented an electronic medical record. Today’s primary care practice  relies upon accurate communication and timely access of information.  This makes the electronic medical record  a necessity, not a luxury. Countless studies indicate that these systems improve the quality and the efficiency of care in every measure considered. We are finding this to be true at Amaus.

 Our major source of funding is from our individual benefactors. Experts tell us that clinics who have private benefactors and a small budget(like Amaus), have a more sustainable future than clinics largely sustained by grants. Amaus is a lean, mean, service machine and,  make no mistake, you help insure the future of Amaus. If you can assist us with a donation, please do so today, either by sending us a check to the address above or by visiting the Amaus Health Services Page on Facebook and making an online donation. If you make the gift in a person’s honor(maybe for a Christmas or holiday gift), we will send them a special letter from Amaus and the Cathedral. 

Love, peace, joy and hope to you during this coming season and always.  Thanks you for your past and continued support of Amaus.  Together may we transcend….. 

Peace-

lbs

Lynn-Beth Satterly, M.D.

Medical Director of Amaus 

Find us on Facebook!

Find us at http://www.cathedralsyracuse.org/amausmedicalservices.html

