The Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
Second Readings-  Taken from the New Testament
Please make your choices from the following readings and refer to the reading number in the box above the reading:

NT-1

New Testament Readings #1 

Colossians 3:12-14

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Colossians 

Brothers and sisters: 

Put on, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, bearing with one another and forgiving one another, if one has a grievance against another; as the Lord has forgiven you, so must you also do. 

And over all these put on love, that is, the bond of perfection. 

And let the peace of Christ control your hearts, the peace into which you were also called in one Body. And be thankful. 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as in all wisdom you teach and admonish one another, singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 

And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

The word of the Lord.  
NT-2
New Testament Reading #2 

John 4:4-7

A reading from the first Letter of Saint John

Beloved, let us love one another,
because love is of God;
everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God.


Whoever is without love does not know God, for God is love.


In this way the love of God was revealed to us:
God sent his only Son into the world
so that we might have life through him.


In this is love:
not that we have loved God, but that he loved us
and sent his Son as expiation for our sins.


Beloved, if God so loved us,
we also must love one another.


No one has ever seen God.


Yet, if we love one another, God remains in us,
and his love is brought to perfection in us.

The word of the Lord.
NT-3
New Testament Reading # 3

Hebrews 13: 1-4a, 5-6b

A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews

Brothers and sisters:

Let mutual love continue. 

Do not neglect hospitality, for through it some have unknowingly entertained angels. 

Be mindful of prisoners as if sharing their imprisonment, and of the ill-treated as of yourselves, for you also are in the body. 

Let marriage be honored among all and the marriage bed be kept undefiled.

Let your life be free from love of money but be content with what you have, for he has said, "I will never forsake you or abandon you." 

Thus we may say with confidence: 

"The Lord is my helper, and I will not be afraid.” 

The word of the Lord. 

NT-4
New Testament Reading # 4

John 3:18-24 

A reading from the first Letter of Saint John

Children, let us love not in word or speech but in deed and truth. 

Now this is how we shall know that we belong to the truth and reassure our hearts before him in whatever our hearts condemn, for God is greater than our hearts and knows everything. 

Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence in God 

and receive from him whatever we ask, because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him. 

And his commandment is this: 

we should believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and love one another just as he commanded us. 

Those who keep his commandments remain in him, and he in them, and the way we know that he remains in us is from the Spirit that he gave us. 

The word of the Lord. 

NT-5
New Testament Reading # 5

1 Corinthians 12:31 – 13:8a

A reading from the first Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians

Brothers and sisters:

Strive eagerly for the greatest spiritual gifts.

But I shall show you a still more excellent way. 

If I speak in human and angelic tongues but do not have love, I am a resounding gong or a clashing cymbal. 

And if I have the gift of prophecy and comprehend all mysteries and all knowledge; if I have all faith so as to move mountains but do not have love, I am nothing. 

If I give away everything I own, and if I hand my body over so that I may boast but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, is not pompous, it is not inflated, it is not rude, it does not seek its own interests, it is not quick-tempered, it does not brood over injury, it does not rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth. 

It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

Love never fails. 

The word of the Lord. 

NT-6
New Testament Reading # 6

Philippians 4:4-9

A Reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Philippians

Brother and sisters: 

Rejoice in the Lord always. 

I shall say it again: rejoice! 

Your kindness should be known to all. The Lord is near. 

Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God. 

Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 

Keep on doing what you have learned and received and heard and seen in me.

Then the God of peace will be with you. 

The word of the Lord. 

